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Civicsisthestudyoftherightandresponsibilitiesofcitizenship.Thereforecivic
responsibilitiesaredutieswhichthecitizensofacountryareexpectedtoperform to
ensurepeace,progressandtheunityoftheircountry.Forpeacetoreigninthesociety,
thecitizensmustbelaw-abidingandobedientandtheymusthaverespectfor
constitutedauthority.

TheNeedforOrderintheSociety(Rom.13:1-7)

InSt.Paul’sepistletotheRomans,headmonishedChristianstobelaw-abiding.Every
authorityonearthbelongstoGod.Nogovernmentoneartheverexisted,withoutthe
knowledgeofGod.Ifthisisthecase,toresistthegovernmentamountstoresistingGod
andsuchresistancemayattractsthewrathorjudgmentofGod.St.Paulsaidrulersare
notaterrortogoodconductbuttobadconduct.Peopleshould,therefore,notfearthose
inauthority,providedtheydowhatisgood.Forconsciencepurposes,peopleshouldbe
subjecttothoseinauthority.StPaulexpectsChristiansnotonlytobelaw-abidingbut
alsodothatwhichisexpectedofthem attherighttimeandattherightplace.

SubmissiontoThoseinAuthority

St.PeteradmonishedtheChristianstosubjectthemselvestocivilauthority.Thismeans
thatChristiansareexpectedtoobeyallhumaninstitutions.Peterestablishedthatthose
inauthoritycanpunishoffendersandpraiseorrewardthosewhodotherightthings.He
saidthatmenshouldobeyauthoritybecauseitistheLord’swillandalsotoputto
silencetheignoranceoffoolishmen.Henceresistancetolegitimateauthorityiswrong.

PeopleinAuthoritytoServewiththeFearofGod

TheJewsbelievedthatangelicpowersstoodbehindthehumanauthoritytoinfluence
theaffairsofthenation.SincetheyregardGodasthesupremepower,allotherpowers
wouldbeHisoffshoot,eitherauthorizedorpermittedbyHim.Moreover,thecivilrule
encouragesgoodandsuppressesevil.Thismeansthatthoseinauthorityaretoexecute
theirauthoritywiththefearofGod.


